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SDG 12.3: By 2030, halve per capita global 
food waste at the retail and consumer 
levels and reduce food losses along 
production and supply chains, including 
post-harvest losses.



AROUND 88 MILLION TONNES OF 
FOOD ARE WASTED ANNUALLY

IN THE EU

THE VALUE OF THE WASTED FOOD IS 
ESTIMATED AT 143 BILLION EUR



EU waste legislation – new measures to 
prevent and reduce food waste

Food waste prevention: new obligations for Member
States:

• reduce food waste generation at each stage in the 
food supply chain (primary production, 
processing/manufacturing, retail/other food distribution, 
restaurants and food services, households), to 
progress towards SDG 12.3 

• Monitor and report regularly on food waste levels, 
based on common EU methodology (Delegated Act)

Revision of Waste Framework Directive (COM(2015)595 final): 

adopted 30 May 2018



Fighting food losses and waste at 
each stage of the food value chain



Food waste prevention:  integral part of 
Circular Economy Package



EU Platform dedicated to 
food waste prevention – since 2016



Fight Food Waste:
no impact on safety of the food and feed chain 

• EU Platform on food waste prevention

• Measure and monitor food waste

• EU guidelines to facilitate:
• food donation (2017)
• valorisation of former foodstuffs

as animal feed (2018)

• Promote better understanding
and use of date marking



EU food donation guidelines



Facilitate food donation: leverage learning and 
experience in the EU

Circulaire relative aux dispositions applicables aux banques alimentaires et associations 

caritatives (Belgian food safety agency)

Foodstuffs donated to food aid (Finnish food safety agency)

Guide des bonnes pratiques d’hygiène de la distribution de produits alimentaires par les organismes 

caritatifs  (French Ministry of Agriculture, Agrifood, and Forestry)

Leitfaden für die Weitergabe von Lebensmitteln an soziale Einrichtungen – Rechtliche Aspekte 

(German Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture) 

Recupero, raccolta e distribuzione di cibo ai fini di solidarietà sociale   

(validated by the Italian Ministry of Health)

Food Donation Guidance to Charities and Businesses (The Food Safety Authority of Ireland)

Įsakymas dėl labdarai ir paramai skirto maisto tvarkymo aprašo patvirtinimo (State Food and 

Veterinary Service, Lithuania )



Date marking



Correct answers to ‘best before’ vary 
from 68% in Sweden to 16% in Romania

Base: all respondents (N=26,601)



Focus on "Action and Implementation"

Facilitate 
sharing of 

best practice, 
experience, 

business 
cases and 

models 



Digital tools to promote cooperation  




