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 Health problems due to unsafe food are known from 
the start of history 

 Beside other hazards, biological hazards including 
bacteria, virus and parasites are major part of food 
borne disease problems globally

 Emerging infectious animal diseases and zoonoses 
may provoke significant losses to animal production 
and public health sectors and can be a threat for the 
safety and the security of the food chain.

 Food safety issues may impact significantly on trade

FOOD SAFETY SUPPORTS FOOD SECURITY

Development and humanitarian aid. 
Source: OECD, 2015, EU = EU and its Member States.



EU FOOD SAFETY SYSTEM – ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITES



WHAT EFSA DOES

Provides independent scientific advice and 
support for EU risk managers and policy 
makers on food and feed safety

Provides independent, timely risk 
communication

Promotes scientific cooperation
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EFSA strategy 2020

Building further EU scientific assessment  
capacity 

and knowledge community 

WHY SCIENTIFIC COOPERATION

?
‘We believe that the totality of food safety expertise in Europe 

and internationally is greater than the sum of its parts’



EFSA’s INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

Partners Established cooperation IPA/ENP countries
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 Conference organised with 
contributions from MS, 55 pp. from 
14 ENP countries

 Latest developments in risk 
assessment and risk communication

 Established network for information 
and data exchange 

ENP FOOD SAFETY CONFERENCE, NOVEMBER 2014

 Share guidelines and risk 
assessment outputs

 Involve ENP experts in EFSA 

 Identify additional training 
opportunities available in the 
Member States and internationally
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Within framework of multi-annual programme on international

scientific cooperation EFSA continues involvement of ENP partners:

 Supporting capacity building for risk assessment &

communication (e.g. training seminars to be funded via TAIEX)

 Maintaining and improving tools for data collection and data

sharing, especially during food safety crises (e.g. workshops to

be funded via TAIEX)

 Promoting networking and joint activities between EFSA, ENP

countries and Member States (e.g. Lumpy Skin Disease workshop

in Brussels, May 2016)

ENP COOPERATION WITH EFSA CONTINUES
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CAPACITY BUILDING

Guest 
scientist and 

staff 
exchange 

programme

Advanced RA 
courses

RA courses 
(BTSF)

Graduate and 
post-graduate 

training 
opportunities 

on RA

RA courses 
(summer 
courses)

Mentoring and 

regional 

training 

opportunities

Basic RA 

training

32 courses 

2014-2018

8 RA areas, 800 

national experts

Environmental RA, 

Uncertainty and variability, 

BMD modelling, EKE , 

Systematic reviews

ENP conference , regional 

trainings, country visits , 

workshops

Q-Safe programme in 

Malta , ‘intensive school’ 

(Parma Uni)
EFSA’s 3nd Scientific 

Conference

‘Introduction to Food 

Safety and RA’,          

E-training , ENP 

workshops
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FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMME

3x

start

finish

Placement    +    Training
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1ST EU-FORA FELLOW COHORT 2017 - 2018
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EU RISK ASSESSMENT AGENDA (EU RAA)

EU RAA
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Priorities are defined and attained 
collaboratively - MS together with EFSA 



EU RAA PROJECT CATALOGUE

24 MS
118 proposals

750 Expressions of 
Interest

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/AF/1
61208/161208-ax12-3b.pdf

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/AF/161208/161208-ax12-3b.pdf
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MAIN EFSA GRANT TYPES

Organisations on the Art.36 List only
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EXPLORING FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

European Cooperation in Science and Technology
COST funds networks to bring together European researchers. 

2015: 347 running actions, € 137 000 on average.
Easy & Open Funding
• Join at any time; 4 years funding; minimum  five countries
• Funded activities: networking 
• Spread knowledge; Extend the life-span of completed research 

projects; Support partner projects

Horizon 2020 Twinning 
call 

• Deadline 15 November
• Strengthen research (e.g. 

food safety, risk assessment) 
in a university or 
public/private research 
organisation from a widening 
country

Co-funding of regional, 
national and international 
programmes (Marie 
Skłodowska-Curie Actions)
• Doctoral or Fellowship 

programmes.
• Budget available: EUR 80 million
• Deadline: 28 September 2017.
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RISK ASSESSMENT RESEARCH ASSEMBLY

Where: Utrecht, NL

When: 07/02/2018

What: Networking
Public funding

Registration: open until mid November

Webpage: http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/events/event/180207

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/events/event/180207


STAY CONNECTED!

www.efsa.europa.eu/en/engage/careers

www.efsa.europa.eu/en/rss

Subscribe to

Engage with careers

Follow us on Twitter

@efsa_eu

@plants_efsa

@methods_efsa

www.efsa.europa.eu/en/news/newsletters


