Use of dry leaf from plant Stevia rebaundiana in Member States –

Information gathered from National Focal Points 

Request sent to Focal Points on 26 October 2012:  
Focal Point of the Croatian sent the following request:

Dear Focal Point,

The Croatian Food Agency (HAH) initiated question regarding use of dry leaf from plant Stevia rebaundiana through its Scientific Committee in order to give certain recommendation to competent authority concerning the possible risks of its consumption.

Three years ago HAH put the similar question through FP network, but concerning the use of Stevia sweetener with no less that 97% of rebaudioside, based on the request that we received from the competent Authority.

Since the answers were very different, and some of the countries were in the phase of still discussing this issue, we would like to get some new information, in order to update those answers, but now from the point of use of dry leaf from plant Stevia rebaundiana

Any information on this matter would be very helpful.

Thank you very much in advance.

Best regards
Replies received from National Focal Points
	Country
	Reply

	France
	Here is the information gathered from the French scientists in ANSES (in copy of this message) further to your request below. 

I wish you a good receipt of this information.
The French agency for food, environmental and occupational health & safety (ANSES) and previously the French Food Safety Agency (AFSSA) published different opinions related to the use of extracts of Stevia rebaudiana (cf. list below).
Opinion 

Mandate number

Title in French

Translated version

Avis Afssa du 12 octobre 2007
2006-SA-0231

Avis de l’Agence française de sécurité sanitaire des aliments relatif à une autorisation provisoire, pour une durée de deux ans, d’emploi de stéviol, extraits de Stevia rebaudiana, en tant qu’édulcorant en alimentation humaine dans le cadre de l’article 5 de la directive 89/107/CEE. http://www.anses.fr/Documents/AAAT2006sa0231.pdf
/

Avis Afssa du 11 septembre 2008
2008-SA-0108

Avis de l’Agence française de sécurité sanitaire des aliments relatif à une autorisation provisoire, pour une durée de deux ans, d’emploi de stéviol, extrait de Stevia rebaudiana, en tant qu’édulcorant en alimentation humaine dans le cadre de l’article 5 de la directive 89/107/CEE , à la suite de l’avis Afssa du 12 octobre 2007

http://www.anses.fr/Documents/AAAT2008sa0108.pdf
OPINION of the French Food Safety Agency (Afssa) on a provisional two-year authorisation for the use of steviol, an extract of Stevia rebaudiana, as a food sweetener under article 5 of Directive 89/107/EEC, further to Afssa’s opinion of 12 October 2007

http://www.anses.fr/Documents/AAAT2008sa0108EN.pdf
Avis Afssa du 16 décembre 2008

2008-SA-0321

Avis de l’Agence française de sécurité sanitaire des aliments sur un projet d’arrêté relatif à l’emploi de stéviol en tant qu’additif en alimentation humaine http://www.anses.fr/Documents/AAAT2008sa0321.pdf
OPINION of the French Food Safety Agency on a draft order concerning the use of steviol as an additive in food for human consumption

http://www.anses.fr/Documents/AAAT2008sa0321EN.pdf
Avis Afssa du 30 mars 2009
2009-SA-0012

Avis de l’Agence française de sécurité sanitaire des aliments sur un nouveau projet d’arrêté relatif à l’emploi du rébaudioside A extrait de Stevia rebaudiana comme additif alimentaire http://www.anses.fr/Documents/AAAT2009sa0012.pdf
OPINION of the French Food Safety Agency on a new draft order on the use of rebaudioside A, an extract of Stevia rebaudiana, as a food additive

http://www.anses.fr/Documents/AAAT2009sa0012EN.pdf
Avis Afssa du 19 juin 2009

2009-SA-0119

Avis de l’Agence française de sécurité sanitaire des aliments sur un projet d’arrêté relatif à l’emploi de rébaudioside A extrait de Stevia rebaudiana en tant qu’additif alimentaire.  http://www.anses.fr/Documents/AAAT2009sa0119.pdf
/

Avis Afssa du 11 décembre 2009

2009-SA-0269

Avis de l’Agence française de sécurité sanitaire des aliments sur un projet d’arrêté modifiant l’arrêté du 26 août 2009 relatif à l’emploi du rébaudioside A extrait de Stevia rebaudiana comme additif alimentaire http://www.anses.fr/Documents/AAAT2009sa0269.pdf
/

Avis Anses du 18 juillet 2011

2011-SA-0168

Avis de l’Agence nationale de sécurité sanitaire de l’alimentation, de l’environnement et du travail relatif au projet d’arrêté modifiant l’arrêté du 26 août 2009 relatif à l’emploi du Rebaudioside A extrait de Stevia rebaudiana comme additif alimentaire http://www.anses.fr/Documents/AAAT2011sa0168.pdf
/



	Denmark
	Concerning your query regarding Stevia rebaudiana we can inform you that the plant and dry leafs fall within the novel food regulation and  may not be placed on the market in EU. Please see the attached file: COMMISSION DECISION of 22 February 2000, article 1, refusing the placing on the market of Stevia rebaudiana Bertoni: plants and dried leaves as a novel food or novel food ingredient under Regulation (EC) No 258/97 of the European Parliament and of the Council.

	Cyprus
	In relation to your below stated email, we would like to inform you that we do not have any information on this matter.

	Switzerland
	In Switzerland, the use of Stevia leaves is not allowed for foodstuffs, however there is one exception: stevia leaves might be used up to a concentration of 1-2% in herbal teas.

	Slovakia
	Slovak Focal point would like to inform you about using dried leafs of Stevia rebaundiana. 

Stevia rebaundiana Bertoni or its extracts are allowed to use in European Union as food additive – sweetener (E 960) as steviol glycosides (Commission Regulation (EU) No 1131/2011 amending Annex II to Regulation (EC) No 1333/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council with regard to steviol glycosides). Other forms e.g. dried leafs or other parts of the plant are not allowed for human onsumption. Also the Commission Regulation no. 872/2012, which will apply from April 22, 2013, authorize the glycoside – rebaudioside A as flavoring substances permitted for use in foods.

In this case continues to be applicable Commission Decision 2000/196/EC refusing the placing on the market of Stevia rebaudiana Bertoni: plants and dried leaves as a novel food or novel food ingredient under Regulation (EC) No 258/97 of the European Parliament and of the Council. Based on this plant and dried leafs of Stevia rebaudiana Bertoni can not be placed on the market of European Community as food or ingredient.

	Finland
	As long as the assessments of the German authorities on the status of Stevia rebaudiana are ongoing, Finland considers stevia plant to be novel food. If the status changes in the EU due new information, Finland adopts the common view.

	Estonia
	Estonia considers dry leaves from plant Stevia rebaudiana Bertoni as novel food. Therefore regarding to Commission decision 2000/196/EC dry leaves from plant Stevia rebaudiana may not be placed on the market as food or food ingredient.

Steviol glycosides, extracted from the leaves of the Stevia rebaudiana Bertoni plant may be placed on the market as food additives and rebaudioside A  (one type of steviol glycoside) can be used as  a food flavouring.

	Germany
	Please note that there has been no change to the information provided by us in 2009.

	Belgium
	Here some comments from Belgium :

The dried sheets of the Plant Stevia rebaundiana are not authorized for consumption at the moment. 

They are indeed regarded as Novell food according to regulation (EC) n° 258/97.

An European procedure of authorization is in course with a file deposited before the German authorities.

This procedure envisages an evaluation in particular on the aspects “safety”.




